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SELECTIONS 
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VERWACULAR NEWSPAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THE PANJAB, 


NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, 


OUDH, CENTRAL PROVINCES, CENTRAL INDIA, AND RAJPUTANA, 
Received up to Sth June, 1885. 


gl MO 


POLITICAL. 


The Wagdya-i- Alam (Ghäzipur), of the Ist June, states Circulation 
that hitherto the British Government | e 
was of opinion that battle should be 

offered to Russia on the western frontier of Afghänistän, 

but it appears to have lately changed its mind. It will con- 

tinue to help the Amir with gifts of money and arms, but 

will also fortify the Indian frontier. This is undoubtedly | 

the best policy. Government will have every advantage in 
encountering Russia on its own frontier. . The Wagdya then 

finds fault with the conduct of Goverament towards native 

princes and the people. The loyalty of Mahérdja Holkar 

has been doubted. The fort at Gwalior has not yet been 

made over to Mahfr&ja Scindia, nor has the province of 

Berar been restored te the Nizm. All classes of people in 

British India have been disarmed. The Wagdya recommends 

the adoption of a policy of conciliation in future. 


The Oudh Akhbér (Lucknow), of the 5th June, in a commu- 
nate „ Dicated article, states that the presen- 
tation of a diamond-studded sword by 


Frontier policy, 


Cireulation 
350 copies. 


Circulation 
600 copies. 
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the Czar to General Komaroff clearly shows that the Russian 
General acted under orders from St. Petersburg in his 
attack on Panjdeh. The British Government desires that 
Komaroff should be punished, while the Russian Government 
has rewarded him for the occupation of Panjdeh Surely 
this does not indicate a desire on the part of the Russian 
Government for a peaceful settlement of the difficulty. It 
is to be regretted that Mr. Gladstone is an admirer of Russia. 
But he should remember that the non-punishment of Komaroff 
by the Russian Government and the surrender of Panjdeh 
will entirely destroy British influence in Afghänistän. It is 
to be hoped that the British ministry will perceive its mistake 
and mend its policy. 


The Kari Vachan Sudhd (Benares), of the Ist June, ad- 
Establishment of a Rus- verting to the rumour regarding the 
ne desire of the Russian Government to 
establish a Russian Agent at Calcutta, remarks that some 
persons may be ypposed to such a proposal on the ground 
that the Agent would intrigue with natives. But the Sudhd 
approves of the proposal, inasmuch as in that case the Rus- 
sian Government would have an opportunity of judging of 
the attachment of natives to the British crown. It would see 
that it is mistaken in imagining that the appearance of its 
army on the Indian frontier would be a sigral for the rebellion 
of the native population. To say nothing of other classes, 


even Bengalis, who Were never a warlike people, a are ready 
to enlist as volunteers. 


The Hindustdni (Lucknow), of the 3rd June, states that 

Sir Auckland Colvin and Sir Auckland Colvin has published 
00 a pamphlet on the subject of native 
volunteering. He is of opinion that the extension of the 
privilege to natives would be an act of justice to them and 
would be also beneficial to Government. It is such noble- 
minded Englishmen to whom the firm eatablishment e of British 


rule in this country is due. 


( 


The Hindustdnt (Lucknow), of the 5th June, states that 
Mr. Harington, Magistrate and Col- 
3 lector of Sabäranpur, won the good 
a — and na will of the native population by boldly 
saving a drowning woman at the late 
Hardwar fair. He has greatly added to his popularity by 
his two letters contributed to the Pioneer on native volun- 
teering and local self-government. He bas set a noble exam- 
ple to his vountrymen by his expression of sympathy with 
the children of the soil. Every Englishman would do well 
to study his letters. When Government is so anxious to 
encourage European volunteering for the protection of a 
handful of European women and children in an emergency, 
it should not leave millions of its native subjects quite uupro- 
tected. 


The Raſig-i-Hind (Labore), of the 6th June, says that 
the case of Mahfraéja Dalip Singh 
is really a very hard one, It would 
seem that according to treaty stipulations he is entitled to a 
pension of upwards of 4 lakhs of rupees a year. But he 
has not been paid at that rate, and hence large arrears of 
pension are due to him. His financial condition is very un- 
satisfactory. He has taken large ad vauces from Government 
for which he has to pay over fifty thousand rupees, a year as 
interest. Lately a civil suit was brought against him by a 
carriage-driver for Re. 1-8-0 on account of arrears of carri- 
age hire! That a prince like the Mahfréja is obliged to use 
hackney carriages, and is dragged to civil courts for such 
small sums, puts one in mind of the fickleness of fortune. 
Who ever thought that the son of “ the lion of the Panjab” 
would have to lead such a helpless life in a foreign an 7 


Mahfraja Dalip Singh. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


The Hindustént (Lucknow), of the 3rd J une, says thet it 
loti Dufferin and the vill be remembered that editors of ver- 
8 nacular e in Oudh resolved 
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at a meeting, held at Lucknow on the 3rd April, that in ew 
of the frontier difficulty they should carefully refrain from 
publishing false ramours, and would discuss all questions with 
moderation. Copies of the proceedings of the meeting wero 
forwarded to the Viceroy and the Lieutenant-Governor of the 
United Provinces. The Viceroy has condescended to send a 
reply to Babu Ganga Prasad Varma, editor of the Hindus- 
tint, through his Private Secretary. The Hindustdni has 
published a fall vernacular translation of the Private Secre- 
tary’s letter in whieh he stated that Lord Dufferin viewed 
with much pleasure the wise and patriotic enthusiasm dis- 
played at the meeting in question by the persons with 
whom the movement had originated. His lordship was a 
great friend and well-wisher of the native press. He looked 
upon it as a means essential to the welfare and progress of 
the nation, and thought that it might render invaluable aid 
to Government and the people. He attentively and constantly 
read native newspapers; and so forth. The Hindustdnt 
remarks that comments upon His Excellency's reply are 
superfluous. This is the first occasion on which Lord Dufferin 
has expressed his opinion regarding the native press, and the 
opinion is such as might have been expecte l from such 4 
shrewd and experienced statesman. The Hludustdnt cannot 
sufficiently praise the enthusiastic terms in which the Viceroy’s 
reply is conched, and hopes that it will not fail to disabuse 


the minds of those who regard the native press as a hot bed 
of sedition. 


A local correspondent of the Rafig- i- Hind (Lahore), of 
Proposed extension of the the 6th June, states that the munici- 
Vaccination Act to Labore. pal committee of Lahore has lately 
applied to the Panjab Government for the extension of Act 
XIII. of 1880 to the Lahore Municipality, and that that Gov- 
ernment has in consequence issued a notice calling upon people, 
who may be opposed to such extension, to forward their objec 
tions to Government within six weeks from the date of the 
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notice. The notice was so carelessly put up at some places in 
the town that it could not easily catch the eye of the passers- 
by in the streets. At best only educated persons could read the 
notice. The matter should have been proclaimed by beat of 
drum throughout the towo. However, the news of the severe 
misfortune, which threatens to befal the community at so short 
a notice, has spread in the town and evoked universal indig- 
nation. It will be remembered that at the time of the passing 
of the said Act the Legislative Council approved Sir Alex- 
ander Arbathnot’s proposal that the Act should be extended 
only to those places where the general feeling was in favour 
of suchextension. Only the authorities in Ajmere and Coorg 
declared themselves in favour of compulsory vaccination, 
while those in other provinces condemned it in no ambiguous 
terms. The then Lieutenant-Governor of the United Pro- 
vinces observed that the ‘measure would still more increase 
the popular hatred towards vaccination, and would be a great 
political mistake, inasmuch as it would afford evil-minded 
men an opportunity of exciting the religious feelings of 
ignorant persons. The late Lieutenant-Governor of the 
Panjab remarked that he would have great hesitation in intro- 
ducing the Act into any town in that province. Surely 
there has been no ‘material change in the popular feeling 
duriog the last five years. Compulsion in such a matter is 
quite unprecedented, and the punishment provided in the Act 
for neglect. of vaccination is no small one. A parent, who 
neglects to vaccinate a child after the first warning, is 
liable to a fine up to Rs. 50, and, after the second warn- 
ing, to a fine which may extend to Rs. 1,000 or to impri- 
zonment which may extend to six months or to both l. 
Unprincipled vaccinators, who, as it is, much harass igno- 
rant villagers, will not fail to make the Actin question a 
Severe engine of oppression. Bribery and corruption will 
be, 80 to speak, in full swing, and respectable women 
will be dragged to criminal courts, and even sent to gaol. 
If it be desired to fill the Lahore Jail with convicts, the 


Circulation 
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Vaecination Act should be introduced by all means. It is well 
known that the bulk of the population, especially women, are 
strongly prejudiced against: vaccination for some reason or 
another. The Raffg, in its editorial columns, remarks that 
the above communication fully represents the thoughts and 
feelings of the Lahore community. The Act is intended to 
be extended to those places where the general feeling of the 
population is in favonr of such extension. But if at any 
place the people are ready to vaccinate their children, surely 
there is no necessity of making vaccination compulsory there. 
The Honorable Mr. Grant justly raised this question in the 
Legislative Council at the time of the passing of the Act. 
The Hafi) is of opinion that, instead of introducing compul- 
sory vaccination, which will be attended by wide-spread 
discontent, it would be better if the Municipal Commissioners 
and other influential persons encouraged vaccination by 
friendly advice. 


The Shaftq-i-Hind (Lahore), of the 6th June, observes that 

the Municipal Committee of Labore 
bas applied to the Local Govern- 
ment for the extension of the Vaccination. Act to Lahore, 
either because it does not like to be left behind the Municipal 
Committee of Amritsar in any matter, or because it has 
nothing better to do. As it is, the conduct of vaccinators 
towards the people in the interior of the country is most unsa- 
tisfactory. The introduction of the Act in question will 
make matters still worse. The Shaftg is opposed to the 
proposal, not only because of the high-handedness. of vacci- 
nators, but also because vaccination is not in itself an un- 
mixed good. Vaccination, if not done with due care and 
caution, may be a very fruitful means of spreading venereal 
diseases. Suppose lymph is obtained from a vaccinated child 
whose parents are afflicted by a. venereal disease, and several 


The same 


* 


children are vaccinated with it. Again, lymph is o ö ined 
from those children in turn, and othor children are v N 
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with it, and so forth. All the children, to whom the poison 
wil] be communicated in this way from the first child, are 
sure to contract the same disease from which the parents of 
that child suffer. Thus it will be seen that in preventing 
one disease Government may spread other diseases which are 
worse than it. It may be urged that the evil could be avoided 
by alittle care on the part of vaccinators in obtaining lymph 
fromivaccinated children. But vaccinators have neither the 


capacity nor the will to distinguish between good and bad. 


human lymph. A large meeting was held at Lahore on Ist Juve 
under *the auspices of the local Indian Association to consi- 
der the subject of the proposed introduction of compulsory 
vaccination into Lahore. The meeting resolved to forward 
a memorial to the Local Government remonstrating against 
the measure. 


The Panjdit Akhbér (Lahore), of the 3rd June, in com- 
menting upon the same subject, says 
that at the time of giving his assent 
to the Act, Lord Ripon observed that the local authorities 
should be very careful in enforcing the measure. His lordship 
also referred in his speech to a clergyman in England who did 
not believe in the efficacy of vaccination, and did nos vaccinate 
his children, even though he was repeatedly fined for his neg- 
lect. If there are men in England who do not appreciate the 
advantages of vaccination, surely compulsory vaccination 
cannot be considered justifiable in the Panjab. If the Muni- 
cipal Committee does not mean to fill its treasary with fines, 
it should’defer the extension of Act XIII. of 1880 to Lahore. 
But in the meantime it should adopt measures to bring home 
the advantages of vaccination to the peoplo, and improve the 
conduct'of vaccinators. (The Koh-i-Nur, of the 4th June, the 
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Ajtéb-i-Panjéb, of the 3rd June, the Rahbar-i-Hind, of the 6th 
June, and the Delhi Punch, of tho ard June, remonstrate against 
the proposed extension of the operation of the Vaccination Act to 


Lahore on nearly the same grounds that have been urged 
by other journals.) 


Circulation 
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The Aftab Alamtab (Lahore:, of the Ist June, approves of 


the proposed extension of the Vaceina- 
The same. . 
tion Act to Lahore, but urges that 
measures should be adopted to prevent the spread of conta- 
gious diseases from the use of bad human lymph. 


The Raſig- i-Hind (Lahore), of the 6th June, states that 
Forest Department, Ha- in accordance with his reply to the 
— address of the Hazara Anjuman, dir 
Charles Aitchtson would de well to inquire without farther 
delay into the popular grievances in that district arising from the 
high. handed proceedings of the Forest Department. To begin 
with, His Honor should first ascertain through the Deputy 
Commissioner why large numbers of people have left their 
homes in Mansahra and immigrated into the territory of the 
Mahäräja of Kashmir. As soon as the Forest Administration 
Report for the last year is published, the Raſig will publish 
a series of articles on the. hardships of the people brought 
about by the Forest Administration, It is almost needless to 
say that it is also unwise on political grounds to do anything 


which is calculated to create dissatisfaction in a frontier 
district. c 


The Nojmu-l-Akhbdr (Eta wah), of the 4th June, states that 
Reforms needed in the Lord Ripon introduced some reforms 


Telegraph Department. into the Telegraph Department but 


that some other reforms are still needed. ‘The signallers do 
not telegraph the address of the sender of a message to tbe 
addressee unless the sender pays an additional fee for the 
address. This is unjust. The address of the sender should be 
telegraphed free of charge like that of the addressee. The 
minimum fee for a deferred message being 8 annas is too 
high, especially as such a message would, in many enses, 
reach the addressee after a letter, despatched through the 
post at the same time, would. The Akkbdr would propose 
the following scale of charges :—Minimum charge for an 
urgent message should be one rupee, that for an —_ 
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message 8 annas, and that for a deferred message 4 annas. 
Moreover, post-offices at those places, where there are no 
telegraph offices, should be also made telegraph offices. © 


ws a (Moradabad), of the 5th June, complains that 
sn tein AW „ reli. Mir Saadat Ali’s endowment for reli- 
gions endowment at Mora- gious and charitable purposes at Mora- 
e | dabad is pot managed properly. The 
trustee is one Maulvi Muhammad Hasan. He himself lives 
at Patiala and has left the mauagement of the endowment 
to another man, who is paid Rs 4 or Rs. 5 for the work! 
The local authorities and the Muhammadan community should 
see to this. The donor expressly provided in his Will for the 
interference of officers and nobles of Moradabad in case of 
mismanagement of the endowment by the trustee. 


The Najmu-l-Akhbdr (Etawah), of the 4th June, refer- 

| ring to the aceount, published in the 
mie inane of Go che. Civil. and. Military Gasse and. the 
Aen., Sankar Khers, Azhbdr-i- Alam, of the bravery lately 
exhibited by Muhammad Ibrähim 

Khan, in charge of the police-station at Kankar Khera, in 
encountering a gang of robbers whom he had gone out to 
capture, remarks that if the account is well-founded, he is 
really entitled toa reward and promotion. It is believed that 
he had also offered brave resistance to thieves on several occa- 


sions before. Such brave officials are scarce in the Police 
Departinent. | ees 15 


The Rahbar-i-Hind (Lahore), of the 5th J une, referring Circulation 
Late Lahore murder to the late Lahore murder case, re- * con. 


Case, 


| marks that the general feeling at 
Labore is that, as Mubärak Din was a very strong and power- 
* man, his murderers may probably have first administered 
spirituous liquor to him and strangled him to death when he 
had become insensible. Moreover, it is generally believed 
that the murder was committed in a house inside the to n, 
and that the dead body of the deceased was tied up asa 
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bale of goods and thrown in that way in the place where it was 
found. (The murder has been also noticed by other papers 
of Lahore.) 


A correspondent of the Kavt Vachan Sudhd (Benares), of 


Court language in the Ist June, is glad to say that Mr. W. 
Jhansi, E. Ward, Commissioner of Jhansi, 
has recommended to the Local Government the introduction 
of Hindi in placeof Urdu into the Courts of Justice in that 
Division. The writer praises Mr. Ward for the recommend- 
ation, and hopes that Sir Alfred Lyall will see his way to 
sanction it. 


Circulation 


— A correspondent of the Aftdb-i-Hind (J ullundur), of the 6th 

Late Examinations of the June, referring to the late Examina- 
tions of the Panjéb University, com- 
plains that some of the papers set at the Entrance, the First 
Arts and the B. A. Examinations were very difficult and long 
ones. One of the History papers set at the M. A. Examina- 


Panjéb University. 


tion was printed on both sides, but, as a large space was left 
blank on the first page at the bottom, some candidates 
thought that there were no questions on the other side, and 
did not turn the paper. Hence they were prevented from 
answering some of the questions. 


RAILWAY. 
Circulation 


400 copies. A correspondent of the Raftg-i-Hind (Lahore), of the 
Rules for the grant of 6th June, states that Major Boughey, 
8 Ton the Indus Manager of the Indus Valley State 
Valley State Railway. Railway, takes great interest in pro- 
moting the comfort of Europeans employed on the line. 
He has established an institute and a library for their benefit 
at Sukkur from the Fine Fund and makes arrangements 
for the Christmas-tree there during the Christmas week. 
He is also much liked by his native subordinates. But 
the writer regrets to say that they have one grievance to 
which he would draw his attention. According to the 2 
new railway pass rules, a native railway servant, whose psy . 
is Rs. 50 or above, gets a second-class free pass when he bas 


( 897 ) 


eccasion to travel on the railway on duty, but he is allowed 
a third class pass when he goes to his home on leave, while 
Europeans, including Native Christians, are always allowed 
second-class passes. The writer condemns the distinction 
made between Europeans and natives in this matter, and 
asks the Manager to revise the rules with a view to place 
the two classes of railway servants on a footing of equality. 


The Najmu-l-Akhbdr (Etäwah), of the Ist June, says that 88 
3 the editor, being anxious to make the 
of — q newspapers at Akhbdr a daily, lately applied to the 
Railway Stations. Traffic Managers of different railway 
lines for permission to appoint agents at the principal rail- 
way stations for the sale of the paper in order to increase the 
circulation. But the Traffic Manager of the Sindh, Panjab, 
and Dehli Railway replied that he was sorry that he was unable 
to comply with his request! The Traffic Manager of the East 
India Railway replie1 that Messrs. Wheeler and Co. at Alla- 
habad had the monopoly for the publication of ad vertise- 
ments, &c., at railway stations on the line, and that the 
editor’s application had been forwarded to them. Soon 
after this the editor received a letter from Messrs. Wheeler 
& Co, to the effect that they would not allow him to 
appoint his own agents, nor allow their agents to sell bis 
paper! The editor regrets to say that some Anglo-Indians 
are very narrow-minded, and are always ready to thwart 
natives. The Pioneer is allowed to be sold at every station 
and even to be carried in the railway mail which inflicts loss of 
postage on Government. The prohibition of the sale of native 
newspapers at railway stations is an injustice not only to native 
editors, bat also to the native travelling public. The editor a 
means to appeal to the Government of India. | “ 


The Praydg Samdehdr (Allahabad), of the 8rd J une, com- i e a 
Over-cromding in railway Plains that third-class carriages in tb b ae 1 
Pi mail train, which arrived from qub- 5 
ulpur at Allahabad on the Ist June, were oy 


‘ome compartments there were even more than ten pas: 
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sengers. Such over-crowding is very objectionable, especially 
in the hot weather. Railway officials do not seat third-class 
passengers in the intermediate class carriage even when that 
carriage is entirely empty, to prevent over-crowding in third- 
class carriages, but are always ready to place more than the 
fixed number of passengers in third class carriages. 


LOCAL. 

The Bhdrat Jéwan (Benares), of the Ist June, publishes 
the prospectus of a new Sanskrit School, 
th Shed a called ̃ ͤ Vedic Pithsbils 
spas ya which will be-established at Ajudhya 
for the revival of Vedic literature. It is propused to raise 
two lakhs of rupees by public subscription for the purpose. 
Mahéréja Pratap Narain Singh of Mehndona has consented to 
be patron and Raja Krishndat Rém of Singha Chanda to be 

vice patron of the institution. 


The Prayég Samdchar (Allahabad), of the 3rd June, in 
Late Shab-ibardt festi- its local news column, regrets to say 
wal ot — that during the late Shab-i-bardt 
several persons were wounded, and one boy eleven years old 
was killed, by fire-works let off in honor of the festival. 
The police should see to this in fature. 
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